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. Their First Days in the Front Line Trenches Proved the
Valor of New York City's Own---Then On Into the
Crucible of the Vesle They Won More

Honors in Open Wartare

t This is the second of a series of
three narratives of the overseas
adventures of New York City's
Own, the Seventy-seventh Division,
by Lieut. Arthur McKeogh, for-
menly of THE EVENING SUN
editorial staff. He tells how the
selective service men proved them-
selves real fighters in their first days
in the front line trenches and re-
Intes many instance of individual
beroism. Then he takes the reader
to “The Hell Hole” of the Vesle
Valley where the division gained
more glory in battles of a major
scale.

By ARTHUR McKEOGH,
Former Lieutenant of 308th In.
\ fantry, U. S. A.

MAGINE vourself in the profes-

! I slonal tourist's business. Some

one comes to you with this prop-
osition:

“I want to take a little party of 22,-
800 men sightseeing over France, The
trip Wil cover, roughly, 3569 miles.
These chaps of mine are not averse to

walking a lttle—in fact, they're

trained to spurn the highway under
foot and, at the same time, carry their
own bedrooms and kitchens. 8o we'll
let them stroll about twenty-five miles
before and after the Pullman reserva-
tlons. I want this done within ten
days., These fellows, you see, have an
engagement, 80 to speak, walting
them. Can you handle the job?"

You would probably gasp like the
mouth of & minenwerfer at the mag-

29

nitude of ft. Not so G-4, Amex
Forces. -4 s one of five sub-di-
visions of the General Staff. It Is

composed of officers whose business is
troop movements for combat, evacua-
tion of wounded, operations of the
8. O, B. (8ervice of Supply), &c. Just
as the A. E. F. had its G-4 at Chau-
mont, Gen, Pershing's headquarters, so
avery divisional staf® and a similar
subordinate group.

Thus, when Uncle Sam—sightseer,
mouvenir seeker and scrapper—ilecided
to move the Seventy-seventh Division
from the north of France, where the
early training perjod had been spent in
Plandera and the Somme, far to the
southenst, it was like telling G-4 to
transplant & falr slzed community with
all its household goods over 350 miles.

Too Big to Visaalize,

T wish T could visualize such a troop
movement for the reader, to whom It
ean mean little to say that on June 9
the 307th and 308th Regiments en-
trained at Longpre, or that about that
time the 306th and 308th wera being
moved by rall from Headin. To ex-
plain, however, that Longpre and Hes-
«in are twenty-five miles npart indi-
cates thit In France a division covers
conaiderable ground. Its mabllity de-
pends on rall facilities, The Transpor-
tation Corps estimares that forty-nine
trains of Nty cara eich are needed o
move A division. Let the statistical
sharks calculate how far short 24560
cars, lald bumper to bumper, would fall
of reaching the moon. In tha Baccarat
sector, in Lorraine, o which wa were
golng, our divisional area was sproad
out at ona timea over twenty squara
kllometers, or twelve and & half square
miles, In which by actual count on my
map there were thirty-one villages for
billeting,

Picture, then, early In June, tnis
floed of khakl etreaming over the
countryside by different routes, march-
ing fifteen to twenty kilometers a day;
quartered In a score of villages one
night, in another scors the next; set-
ting up dozens of rolling kitchens for
n few hours; finding drinking water,
sinee many of the French had a habit
of locking up their fountidne; earing
for tender feet; iInvading madame's
barns and guest rooms for the night;
settling bllleting accounts the next
moming, one franc an officer, flve
centimes & man, and off again over the
roads and their cocoa powder, or more
probably thelr mud.

Possibly an enumeration of the vari-
ous types of soldler in & combat divi-
uwn—-lz‘éln of themn omy Dbeing

counted as “bayonets”—will afford an | 80 much so that to test the calibu*

Iden of its complex traffic,

Figurea on an American Divislon.

: E“‘:M" _l?::il veseatansavrre ‘2: | even as we were taking over.
ngineer N oeerens tereasa. | Wa relieved the Forty-second, or
e A e A Rainbow Divislon, and the Sixty-firat
1M LOFY ..ereeveess B | ETERC tie 308th wia the first to
1 I)ﬂ::l!:mh?:?:;quzuru ......... 152 | B0 In. on the night of June 17. For
1 Hospltal Train & Militury Police 338 |8 Wwhile the French remained in the
1 Bupply Traln ..... vesesressss 832 line with us. The front was extensive
1 Motor Ambulance Train....... 392 and the trenches lightly manned, for
1 Horso Ambulance Tradn...... 5567 |poth Jerry and “frog” (our bays did
2 Maotor ?"‘""Ull“"" Companles.. 257 not so term the pollus in derision) |
: ‘;;‘0’:‘"‘; :‘1‘12:':1“’::”1““ 23T “:: considered this seclor n rest area, |
1 BAKAry COMPANY ........ue.. 101 There seemed to be'a taclt agreement :
1 Bulchery COMDRDY . ..veoe.es. 57 | between them that only a pretence at |
2 Base Hospitals .............. G66|the amenities of trench life would be |
2 Infantry Brigades with 2 Ma- observed—patrols, observation work,
chine Gun Battalions (2 compa- &c. Peronne, for Instance, our bat-
el BBBA) . i.vvrvssrrsaviys 6,372 tullon headquarters, was not to be
1 Artillery Brigade with 1 Trench shelled as long as Bremnil, known to
Mortar Battery .............. 4,669 by the corresponding Boche "HQ," was
Trentiste and asa'ts .. ...... e B0
1 Ordnance Mobile Repair Shop.. 43| Untouched. _
2 Ambularce Companies ........ 310 A Placld Traece Broken. |
Field Hospltal ,.......c0040 e i3 y
Laundries e e e 20 1t is improbable, therefore, thal the
1 Light Tank Compan¥......... 174|placid interchange of harassing artil-
———| lery fire or occasional patrol clashes
TOR) (aorernnnncecsrressss .. 27,063 | would have been disturbed had not the

And, finally, If you wounld attempt
grasping the huge proportions of fleld
operations in modern warfare, remem-
ber that a single division, big though
it be, is 10 the whole force engaged
merely ke & squad of elght men to &
company of 250. In the Meusc-Ar-
gonne offensive, as has been said. no
fewer than twenty-one American divi-
slons were engaged, elght of them put
Into the front line twice. And agalnst
us the Boche used forty!

While the infantry was trekking for
Lorraine the 1562d Fleld Artillery
Brigada pulled up stakes at Souge,
near Bordeaux, whers, under the
French, they had a month of training.
Brest had been their landing place
eiarly in May., We learned later, to the
accompaniment of the cholce com-
ments that a doughboy makes of a
redleg, that the New York artillery-
men had swanked in a blg Fourth of
July parade in Bordeaux just before
entrauining.

Before we had been holding the
line long our own gunneérs were sup-
porting us—the 304Lh and 306th Field
Artillery, with 75s; the 306th with the
“heavies,” or 1668, Thelr equipment
was completely French, and because of
differences Iin French and American
artillery methods they had to unlearn
noarly everything that they had
learned in the States, Parenthetically,
it may surprise many to know that
every gun in the A. E, F. of these
types—the real barrage layers of the
wir—wus French, with ths pathetic
exception of 108 T6s. For all'our mu-
nition plants In this country there
were, according to Gen, Pershing, only
109 American made 768 In France at
the signing of the armistice. Which
is another commentary, surely, on the
anclent shibboleth of a “milllon men
SPprung to arms overnight.”

Bacvearnt Is Unforgettable.

What officer of the Beventy-seventh
will ever forgat Baccamt, division
headguarters, on the Meuths, with its
officers’ club—its Reunion des Gfficers?
Or the piping sing song of the pollu
waliter ns he threaded his way from
group to group around the pool tables,
hurling over his shoulder to his com-
rade at the serving counter the de-
munds: “Trois peek! COlig peeki”
Peok was his own Gallle abbreviation
of a bevernge called “plek mes up,” a
concoction of champagne and orange
Juice, in universal favor,

It was= in this room, gay with proud
cambric flags, that many an officer saw
his friends of another regiment for
{he last time. For at no place in the
endless rush of subsequent Aghting
wis It possible to meet so many men
of other organigations as in the quiet
Baccarat sector of the Vosges Moun-
tains in Lorraine,

Of course At that timo, new to the
front, we could have Imagined & sec-
tor somewhat more franguille, And
wio were not exactly underimpressed
by the fact that we were the first Na-
tional Army umit in all history to take
over front line trenchea,

Jerry-——1 have no  explanation for
that nickname—was T’N‘Uﬂ“. too.

of these cltizen soldlers he was mov-
Ing & Hindenburg “travelling circus”
—erack ralders—opposite our front

German high command known that the
first of America's selective troops
Fwere about to submit themselves to
the baptism of fire. The Hoche intel-
ligence servics was surely awara of
our entry. While I cannot state it as
a fact personally verified, some of our
men asserted that following the re-
lief n Boche observation balloon ex-
posed a pennant bearing this inscrip-
tion:

. GOOD-BYE a2 :
: WELCOME e

The Germans had good sources of
Iinformation in the Vosges Mountains.
Practically oppoaite the border of Lor-
raine and Alsace we were in A country
where spies might be expected to op-
erale. The French themselves pro-|
hibited eciviliana from visiting lh-‘lrl
homes in villages immediately bahind |
the line, ‘This is not o impugn the|
loyally of the natives, but meraly io
point out that near a region whosa
Germanization had beon attempted for
decades one might well be careful. In
Neuf Malson, 308th Regimental Head-
quarters, omelets, vin rouge and peas-
ants flourished—wIithin four miles of
the trenches, And the Boche consid-
ered the soil fertile for the sowing of
propaganda. Frequently his avions
flew over to release yellow parachutes
weighted and brought to earth by bun-
dles of newspapers printed in French.

Seemingly thelr aviators had undls-
puted superiority. One day a planns
ventured as far back as division head-
quarters, fifteen kilometers back of the
line. Jt was brought down by the
“archies" the first and last alrplane 1
ever saw winged by antl-aircraft fire,
And alr barrages were commonplaces
to the doughboys. The two occupants
of this plane were mashed so that not
even A torso could be distingulshed.

The FPropaganda Sheets,

Half an hour earller thease fellows
had been dropping propaganda para-
chutes. Two of thelr papers I ob-
tained, one an elght pago magazine ex-
cellently printed hy rotogravure pro-
cé¥s, entitled “L'Anglals Tel Qu'll Est”
{What the Englishman Really JIs).
Profusely illustrated with caricatures
of John Bull, “the Insatiable octopus of
colonies,” Joan of Arc at the stake,
Daniel OConnell and 8ir Roger Case-
ment, these sheets were palpuble—so
Teutonically palpable—incendiaries of
French antagonism toward their ally,

Hostile observers hummed overhead
in the surly evening of June 21, when
the 308th went into the line at Badon-
viller. And the men had birely acous-
tomed themnselves to thelr environs
when at 3 o'clock on the morning
of June 24 the Boche came over,

While no one In New York knew
that thelr “own” were actually In the
fight, every nowspaper carried ocon-
splcuously that day the following cown-
muniqué:

Benuin (vin London), June 24.—

German troops in an attack on

trenches In the Badonviller region
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heavy losses  and brought back
prisoners, according to the official
communication from headquarters
to-day. The bulletin reads:

“Egst of Badonviller ahock troops
renetrated the Franco-American
trenches and Inflicted heavy losses,
They brought back forty
ners.”

In the historical records of the Chief
of StuM's office in Washington there
appenrs this entry In connection with
the ruid:

“After heavy bombardment along

Priso-

front line positions betweentChamaols
and Neuviller . . enemy to
estimated strength of about one
battalion nttacked our post north
of Neuviller and post at Badon-
viller, Little activity on part of
our machine guns Sume  ap-
plies to machine guns of enemy.
Activity our trench mortars, none,

Great activity on part of enomy
artillery, 3,000 210 mm. shells, split
between high explosives, shrapnel,
mustarmd and phosgene gns, be-
tween 3 and 7 AL M
weturning A. 1. F.eers, though they

exhaust the dictlonary, van glve na
adequate desceription of what it means
to he In the thick of a barrage In
which twelve big eallbre shells of all
varieties nre breaking at five second
intervals for four successive hours

What a Box Barrage Mennns,

The Boche pat down box barrages—
or fire on three sides of o squure—to
cut off reinforcements—ut two points,
Neouvlller, where the 307th wus holding,
and Badonviller, our regimental front.
In ralds of this kind for half an hour
before the attackers arrive every foot
of the trench objective Is hammered
and’ pulverized by the flercest fire. Gas
chokes and’ blinds the men; dugouts
collapse and bury them; shrapnel jags
their flesh; H B scatters thelr limhs

Human nerves must withstand all
this, and among thelr dead the sur-
viyvors must prepare for worse—bay-

(southeast of Luneville), ocoupled

by French and Amertcans, inflicted | onet, grenade, pistol, trench knife. For

when the barrage lifts through the
smoke come gray green uniforms

Lieut. John V., Flood, an old Sixty-
ninth Regiment man and a first camp
IMattrburger, was in command of the
raided platoon—of ¢ Company, 308th,
To-~day for the valor that was his that
morning he wears the D, B, C, and
the Cro!x de Guerre with gold star,
Cinly «ix men of hia platoon of forty-
elght came through unhurt. The whole
platoon—killed, wounded, missing,
prisoners—was awarded the French
War crosms.

Flood's Own Story.

1 asked “Floodie"——oh, 1 am not con.
codling my pride in him—to write for
me just what he saw that day. Here
ia his deseription, as stralghitforward
and unassuming as he ia himself;

“You no doubt remember even bet-
ter thun I do the dispositions of the
G, C's (vomhat group=) on that sec-
tor, G, C. 9 was held by a French pla-
toon of about twenty-eight men. I
held G ) 10 with forty-elght men and
(3. O 11 was garrisoned by about fif-
teen Frenchmen. At 2:80 A, M. I or-
dered ‘stand to,” and went up and down
the line unce to sés that every man was
in position. 1 Anished with this in-
spection at 2:55. I waa sitting in my
dugout, with my hands lying listlesaly
on the twble in front of me, when ex-
actly at 3 o'clock there was a terrifio
explosion which shook the old dugout,
My non-coms immediately gave the
gia alarm, It seemed to me that for
nbout ten minuten the Boche sent over
gnn shells, when they changed o H E
und shrapnel,

“Of course all the men axocept the
sentries took to the dugouts, 1 de-
clded, however, that it was more dan-
serous in them than out of them,
so I ordered all out to thelr positions,
and mads them lis flat in the bottom of
the trenches, with the sentries stand-
ing waich,

"The barrage lasted about twenty

MAP of the 77*h DIVISION
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denly stopped dropplng on us, and
wo could hear them golng over our
heads. It was at this point that the
Hun appeared and the men started
to greet him. Ome man especially,
Corporal Patrick Hendricks, who was
given the D. H €, and afterward
killed in actlon, dM wonderful work
with his automatic rifle and accounted
for a good many of them.

“I think we would have been all
right If they had attacked us only on
tha front, but evidently the ¥rench-
men on my right were pretly well
torn up. The Germans must have
goiten in on them fArst, and then
continued against my right flank. Of
cogrse 1 realized that we were done
for. an 1 could ses that thoy greatly
outnumhbered us. But we were thera
to hold the positlon to the last man
We di4,

“Finally they managed to get into
thie tranches with us, and then the
thing became a hand to hand fight—
klcking, biting, stabblng, soratching,
anything to get the other fellow Nrst,
I found myeelf in a turn in the trench
with my sergeant, Frank Wagner, and
my runner, Privates Dlstrich, behind
me. Bix of the Boches started down
the trench toward us, waving thelr
‘potato mashers' (German hand gre-
nades).

“1 shot the first twa, but the third
ona in the meantime threw his ere-
nade., An he gid T jumped around the
turn and yelled to the others to ‘look
out!" The grenade hit the wall of the
trench behind me and dropped be.
tween my feet. 1 looked down, Baw
It and jumped, drawing bo'h legs up
under me. Al that moment it nx-
ploded and tore off the Tvight foot
sbout six inches below the knees, the
leat).er of my shos holding the foot
cn. On both my legs it cut me up
pretty well.

The Melting Pot Vindlicated,

“Fragments of the same grenade
hit Weagner In the neck and Dietrich
in the arm and foot. The remalning
four Clermans rusheld on us then and
went through our clothes, taking
everyth'ng we had, While they wore
nt it & little Italian, Racco Roceo, came
up the other end of the trench and
started ofter the four of them with
his bayonet, One of them threw a
grenade which exploded ynder him and
hie dled . few dayns la‘er,

“The fighting Kepl up & lttle while
longer, when ths Huns evidéntly
thought help was coming up lo us,
Because they suddenly hecame greatly
excited and started back with thelr
booty and prisoners.

“As nearly aa I can make out we
had fourteen killed, sixtean wounded,
four of whom died, and twelve taken

minutes longer, when the shells sud-
. "
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prisoners, gne of whom died and nearly
all meverely wounded. The men who
fought excecdingly well were Her-
geants Wagner, Maroney ihwoth D S.l
C. men) and Herold (died of wounds) | |
Corporals McReo (died of wounds), |
Higgins, Hendricks «D. B, .y, Me-
Bride and Privates Dietrich, John Sul-
Uvan, Patrick Sullivan and Roceo”™
Please think of those niumes in coum-
binatlonr when 1the achicvements of
the Sevonty-seventh are  oxtolled
Here were the peoples of the earth |
banded together for the vindication of |
a single, stanch, universal principle— |
in last analysis that all men are cre- |
aled equal. And they had a vital con- |
sclouaness of that ldeul. To me those

names, speaking not for New York
alone, but for nll Americans, an-
swored as nothing else could have

answered the guestion then uppermost
in the German autocratic mind: “How
will these hybrid swine—these drafted
soldiers—{fight?"

How fight!

An Sulllvan fought—with his hands
alone—just helorn his cuplors
thought they could drag him prisoner
fnto their trenches. His hody wis
recovered near their wire, nine hay=-
onet thrusts through it

As Private Arthur Vanderlip of A
Company, 307th, fought, when after
taking a message into and a reply al-

most out of the harrage at Neuviller
he was kit In both legs and arms by
machine gun bullets,  Desplte
wounds le was still erawling

with his meesage when seven Boches
came upon him and against his grit
nnd wounds were contemptible enough
to rob him of watch, money, helmet
and gas mask.

As Rocco fought, one agninst four,
with his bayonet first at “high port,”

then at “on guard,” jJust as he hnd
A learned 1t at Camp Upton—his bay-
onet againet their grenades!

It was mn that the Yanks-—yvour

oW, New York Yanks—fought, clann-
ly, fearlessly and against what Kind of
opponent? Aguinst offspring of Lru-
tality who flew law in plunes over
the trenchea that morning, after the
ralders had withdrawn, pouring ma-
chine gun bullets and dropplng Lombs
upon the tortured wounded

“I had enough strength (o move my
arm to an aviator in n sort of
firing' signal as 1 Iay 1y the
of the trench,” Lieut. Flood

e dne
bt it

afterward In the hosplial. L hat's
the use of that!" I wanled to vell 1t
|him. *“We're all through her 114

saw the movement and Meay closer, his
buillets kicking dirt off the parapel inte
my eyea’

That was typleal of Gerinan “cour-
age.” It was cournge of the same 11K |

||u\lrl wits not excessive, although

| rifle

in _ the OISE - AISNE OFFENSIVE

that they digplayed—seven of them—
ufter robbing Vanderlip, already
wounded in four places, They shot
him again.

MNiviston's Primary Nchool,

1t s not surprising that veteran Ger-
man troops were superior at ralaing
in the Baccarat sector, which really

| served as the divislon's primary school

of front line experience, The grice
the
eriticism was heard that the sudden
change from British to ¥French auto=
mitic rifles and bombs deprived the
men of an effectiveness und confidencn
in repulsing the enemy which would
have bwen thelrs with the old familiar
Weapons,

Oine rald, executed by Company B
307th Infantry, upon the German lina
a1t Barricade du Carrefour, south of
Montreaux, ended disastrously for our
attackers. It was A daylight rald,
without artillery. led by Capt. I°, Blan-
ton Darrett, formerily n reporter for
tho New York Tribune. With fifty-
two men and w Heutenant, Capt. Bar-
rett left our tréenches at 2 o'clock on
Snnday afternoon, July 21,

Crossing No Man's Land and pene-
teating the Boche seire apparently con-
rumed time sufMclent for the BRoche,
whn saw the party coming, to lay A
husty yet elaborate ambuscads. Bo
complete were hilg proparations that as
our forces dropped noiselessly Into the
enemy  trenclies—having met not &
single shot of reslstance up to that
point—a bugle blast pleroed the galot
It was almost “stagey.,” From the left
flunnk and front a hall of grenades and
fire showered upon the raldars
Agaln the bugle-——as a slgnal this time
for the machinne guns From right
left and front four heavy guns opened
with streams of frontal and enfilading
fire. The miders had wialked into an
fmpty siretch of trench s8OWn Bt every
font with death

That they fought (o the last was af-
tested by the fact that practivally the
entire detachment was wipsd oul nffer
Wit hour's engagement.  Capt. larrett,
It was learned afterward from Garman
prisoners, was burled with full mili=-
tnry eonrlesjes ut Clreyv-sur-Vezouses,
behind the German lines,

Milis Died,

Anather offlcer whoxe loxs Wil Koo -
Iy felt was Capt, Phillp Mills of Com -
pany (i, 305t o former all Amerl
football =tar New York
He was conducting pitle preenude prac-
thoe, rear of the Hne, when w grenpds
exiploded  premasturols bursting
tromblon, or grensule holder atlixed o

Haw Capl.

wn

il elubnin,

the

Continged on Polleicing Pore
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